
b

Más que techos verdes, instalamos azoteas con vidac

GREEN ROOF
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NATIVE SPECIES
FOR LOCAL GREEN ROOFS
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All species presented in this catalog have been tested* for their use
in green roofs, particularly in the Monterrey Metropolitan Area.

They share the following characteristics:

1. Native to the northeast and/or north of Mexico.
2. Resistant to full sun exposure.
3. Low to medium growing speed.
4. Non-invasive root system.
5. Low to medium water requirements.
6. Perennials.
7. Maximum height lower than 4 feet.
8. Resistant to wind exposure.
9. Highly attractive to wildlife, specially birds and butterflies.

At the moment, Biozoteab  is producing and/or commercializing all of
them, either for green roofs or ground-level and low-water requirement
gardens.

*Tests conducted by Biozotea in Monterrey during 2008 and/or by the
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center at the University of Texas
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Sideoats grama
Bouteloua curtipendula

Type: Grass
Duration: Perennial
Size: 1-3 ft.
Bloom Color: Red , Yellow
Bloom Time: Jun , Jul , Aug , Sep , Oct , Nov
Water Use: Medium
Light Requirement: Sun , Part Shade , Shade
Cold Tolerant: yes
Use Wildlife: Provides bird food and cover. Graze, Seeds-granivorous birds, Nesting
material.
Attracts: Birds , Butterflies

Side-oats grama is a bunchy, sod-forming grass with 2-3 ft. stems in erect, wiry clumps.
Purplish, oat-like spikelets uniformly line one side of the stem, bleaching to a tan color
in the fall. The basal foliage often turns shades of purple and red in fall. This is a
perennial warm season grass; clump forming.

Sideoats Grama is a member of the grass family (Poaceae). In nature, this plant
increases rapidly when its site is damaged by drought or grazing. It provides food and
cover for birds.

Little bluestem
Schizachyrium scoparium

Type: Grass
Duration: Perennial
Size: 3-6 ft.
Bloom Color: White , Green , Brown
Bloom Time: Jun , Jul , Aug , Sep , Oct , Nov , Dec
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun , Part Shade
Use Wildlife: Graze, Cover, Nesting material, Seeds-Small mammals, Seeds-granivorous
birds.
Attracts: Birds , Butterflies

Little false bluestem is a very ornamental bunchgrass with fine-textured foliage that
forms very dense mounds of 18-24 in. in height. Slender, blue-green stems, appearing
in August, reach 3 ft. by September and become radiant mahogany-red with white,
shining seed tufts in the fall. Color remains nearly all winter. Perennial clumps grow
up to a foot in diameter.

Native Grasses
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Buffalo grass
Buchloe dactyloides

Type: Grass
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Deciduous
Size:1-3 feet
Bloom Color: Yellow
Bloom Time: Jul , Aug , Sep , Oct
Water Use: Medium
Light Requirement: Sun
Use Wildlife: Graze, Seeds-granivorous birds
Attracts: Birds , Butterflies

Only 12-14 in. in full flower, this is among the shortest of the native ornamental
grasses. It is fine-leaved and produces blue-green seedheads which are suspended
horizontally like tiny brushes from the tip of each stem. The plant turns tan when
dormant. Blue grama grows in bunches in the south, and as a sod-former in the north
and at high elevations. It is a perennial.

Blue grama
Bouteloua gracilis

Type: Grass
Duration: Perennial
Size: 0-1 ft.
Bloom Color: Yellow
Bloom Time: Jan , Feb , Mar , Oct , Nov , Dec
Water Use: Medium
Light Requirement: Sun
Cold Tolerant: yes
Use Wildlife: Foliage cured on the ground furnishes winter browse. Nesting material,
Seeds-granivorous birds.
Attracts: Butterflies

Buffalo grass is a soft, gray-green, perennial turf which grows 3-12 in. if left unmowed.
This long-lived, warm-season, sod-forming grass has curly leaf blades, slender stems
and compact seed heads.

Foliage of this plant cured on the ground furnishes winter browse for wildlife.

Native Grasses



Native Grasses

Gulf muhly
Muhlenbergia capillaris

Deer grass
Muhlenbergia rigens

Type: Grass
Duration: Perennial
Size: 1-3 ft.
Bloom Color: Pink , Purple
Bloom Time: Oct
Water Use: High
Light Requirement: Sun

Hairy-awn muhly or gulf muhly is a 1 1/2-3 ft., perennial grass with a large, airy, much-
branched seed head up to half as long as the entire plant. The spikelets are purple.
In fall the plant takes on a feathery, deep pink hue.

Type: Grass
Duration: Perennial
Size: 3-6 ft.
Bloom Color: Yellow
Bloom Time: Apr , May , Jun , Jul , Aug , Sep
Bloom Notes: The bloom time varies over its range.
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun

Deer grass or meadow muhly, a robust, perennial bunchgrass, grows 3-4 ft. high, with
narrow, 2 ft. plumes rising above light-green blades. The plant resembles a small
pampas grass.
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Native Grasses

Green Penisetum
Pennisetum setaceum

Type: Grass
Duration: Perennial
Size Class: 1-2 ft.
Bloom Color: Plumose flower spikes golden color, very attractive
Bloom Time:  All year
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun

Fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum) is an attractive perennial bunch grass with
stems that can grow up to 3 feet high. Its small, golden flowers are grouped in bristly,
upright clusters ranging from 6 to 15 inches in length. The fruits are small, dry seeds
adorned with long showy bristles.
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Red Penisetum
Pennisetum cupreum

Type: Grass
Duration: Perennial
Size: 1-2 ft.
Bloom Color: Plumose flower spikes red, very attractive
Bloom Time:  All year
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun

Fountain grass is an attractive perennial bunch grass with stems that can grow up to
3 feet high. Its small, pink or purple flowers are grouped in bristly, upright clusters
ranging from 6 to 15 inches in length. The fruits are small, dry seeds adorned with
long showy bristles.
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Evólvulo
Evolvulus Nuttalianus

Type: Herb
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Deciduous
Size: 0-1 ft.
Bloom Color: Blue
Bloom Time: Apr , May , Jun , Jul
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun

Evolvulus, or blue daze, is an evergreen herb that grows in a low, spreading mound,
up to 2-3 ft (0.6-0.9 m) in diameter, but no more than 1 ft (0.3 m) tall. The stems
become woody as they age. Leaves and stems are densely downy, covered with a light
gray fuzz.

Native Grasses / Herbs

Curly-mesquite
Hilaria belangeri

Type: Grass
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Deciduous
Size: 0-1 ft.
Size Notes: 4-6 inches tall.
Bloom Color: White
Bloom Time: Jul , Aug , Sep , Oct , Nov
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun
Use Wildlife: This is an important wildlife forage grass. Seeds for granivorous birds,
provides nesting material.
Attracts: Birds

Curly-mesquite is a tufted, perennial grass sending out slender stolons which produce
new tufts in the internodes. The flowering culms are to 1 ft. tall with a slender spike.
Twisted, grayish-green leaf blades, 4-6 in. tall, are covered with long, silvery, curly
hairs.
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Herbs

Indigo bush
Dalea greggii

Type: Herb
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Deciduous
Size: 1-3 ft.
Bloom Color: Purple
Bloom Time: May , Jun , Jul , Aug , Sep
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun , Part Shade
Cold Tolerant: yes
Use Wildlife: Flowers attract bees and butterflies. A larval plant for several butterfly
species.
Attracts: Butterflies

Greggs prairie-clover or indigo bush is a 4-9 in., trailing sub-shrub, spreading 2-4 ft.
Grown mostly for its silvery, blue-green, delicately compound leaves, the shrub is
awash with clusters of tiny, pea-shaped purple flowers in spring and early summer.

This plant is a good ground cover for rocky slopes and exposed sites. Grown chiefly
for its foliage, but also gets covered with purple blooms in summer. It will tolerate
dry conditions well.

Purple coneflower
Echinacea purpurea

Type: Herb
Duration: Perennial
Size: 1-3 ft.
Bloom Color: Pink , Purple
Bloom Time: Apr , May , Jun , Jul , Aug , Sep
Water Use: Medium
Light Requirement: Sun , Part Shade

Use Wildlife: Echinacea spp. attract butterflies and hummingbirds.

A popular perennial with smooth, 2-5 ft. stems and long-lasting, lavender flowers.
Rough, scattered leaves that become small toward the top of the stem. Flowers occur
singly atop the stems and have domed, purplish-brown, spiny centers and drooping,
lavender rays. An attractive perennial with purple (rarely white), drooping rays
surrounding a spiny, brownish central disk.
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Herbs

Penstemon
Penstemon parryi

Type: Herb
Duration: Perennial
Size: 3-6 ft.
Bloom Color: Pink
Bloom Time: Mar , Apr
Light Requirement: Sun
Water Use: Low
Attracts: Hummingbirds

Long spikes of pink, tubular flowers line the upper portion of this perennial’s 2-3 ft.
stems. The flowers occur in clusters at the ends of short, paired stalks. Several erect,
sparsely leaved stems with pinkish-lavender, bilaterally symmetrical flowers in a long,
open, interrupted cluster. In favorable situations this penstemon produces 4 ft. stems.
The paired leaves are pale green and arrow-shaped.

Mealy sage
Salvia farinacea

Type: Herb
Duration: Perennial
Size: 1-3 ft.
Bloom Color: Blue
Bloom Time: Apr , May , Jun , Jul , Aug , Sep , Oct
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun
Use Wildlife: Nectar-Hummingbirds, Nectar-Bees
Attracts: Hummingbirds , Butterflies

This 2-3 ft. upright or sprawling perennial, usually forms a mound as wide as the plant
is tall. Mealy sage is named for the mealy-white (sometimes purple) appearance of
the sepals, which are covered with felted hairs. The blue flowers are 5-lobed and 2-
lipped, 2/3–3/4 inch long, with 2 stamens and 1 pistil. They have the usual sage
fragrance. The long, narrow leaves grow in clusters, out of which grow the flower
stems. The leaves may or may not have teeth. Dark-blue to white, tubular flowers are
densely congested in whorls along the upper stems, creating a 3-9 in. spike. Gray-
green, lance-shaped leaves are numerous, especially in the lower portion of the plant.



Goldhills
Encelia farinosa

Type: Shrub
Duration: Perennial
Size: 1-3 ft.
Bloom Color: Yellow
Bloom Time: Mar , Apr , May
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun
Attracts: Butterflies

A round, silvery-gray, leafy bush with bright yellow flower heads that bloom in loosely
branched clusters on branched stalks well above the foliage. Goldhills or brittlebush
is rounded in shape, growing 1-3 ft. high with fragrant, yellow, daisy-like flowers
hovering above the woolly, almost-evergreen foliage. Early in the spring the leaves
are pale green. By summertime, a new set of velvety-white leaves has appeared.
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Herbs / Shrubs

Cherry sage
Salvia greggii

Type: Herb
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Evergreen
Size: 1-3 ft.
Bloom Color: White , Red , Pink
Bloom Time: Mar , Apr , May
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun
Cold Tolerant: yes
Use Wildlife: Nectar-bees, Nectar-hummingbirds
Attracts: Hummingbirds , Butterflies 

Cherry sage is a soft, mounded shrub is 2-3 ft. tall, with small, crisp, green leaves
which are evergreen in warmer climates. Minty, aromatic flowers can be red, pink or
white and are borne in ascending spikes. A minty-smelling shrub with many branches
and few deep pink to reddish-lavender, bilaterally symmetrical flowers in each leafless
raceme.

The bright, vibrant, nearly red flowers make this species a favorite of all who visit the
Big Bend region in western Texas. The species is popular in cultivation in the Southwest,
as its nectar-laden flowers attract hummingbirds into yards to feed.
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Shrubs

Type: Shrub
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Evergreen
Size: 3-6 ft.
Bloom Color: Red
Bloom Time : The most abundant in early summer, sporadically in the fall
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Full sun.
Attracts: hummingbirds

Bright Red tassel-like flowers blooming in early summer and continuing sporadically
through the fall. Useful as a foundation planting; use as a informal screen or by an
entry way.

Calandria
Calandria californica

Duranta
Duranta Repens

Type: Shrub
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Evergreen
Size: 8 to 15 feet
Bloom Color: White lila
Bloom Time: Summer
Light Requirement: Full sun.

Greggs prairie-clover or indigo bush is a 4-9 in., trailing sub-shrub, spreading 2-4 ft.
Grown mostly for its silvery, blue-green, delicately compound leaves, the shrub is
awash with clusters of tiny, pea-shaped purple flowers in spring and early summer.

This large, fast-growing, multistemmed shrub is popular as a screen or background
planting, but is too vigorous and tall to use against the foundation or in small areas.
The full clusters of fragrant, pale blue flowers attract butterflies in summer and are
followed by bunches of golden-orange berries, popular with birds. Flowers and fruit
are often found on the plant simultaneously and make an attractive show. Yellow fruit
often hangs on the plant into the winter if the birds don’t eat them.

Only for use in highly intensive green roofs or can grow on ground-level gardens.



Type: Shrub
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Evergreen
Size: 1-2 feet
Bloom Color:Little white flowers. These later turn into bright red berries.
Bloom Time: Spring
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun , Part Shade.

On this evergreen perennial, the light green needle-like leaves clothe upright stems
that reach 2 feet tall and give an overall appearance of a fluffy mound. Can be grown
as a house plant or outdoors. Hardy to 25° F (-3.8°C).

It is generally used as a ground cover. The distance of planting should be 1.5 ft. (45cm).

Aspragus
Asparagus densiflorus myers
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Shrubs

Justicia
Justicia sonorae

Type: Shrub
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Evergreen
Size: 1-2 ft.
Bloom Color: Pink
Bloom Time: In autumn and winter
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun
Attracts: Butterflies

Accent color for contrast, tolerates drought and extreme weather.
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Shrubs

Ruelia
Ruellia peninsularis

Type: Shrub
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Evergreen
Size: 1-3 ft.
Size Notes: Erect or rarely decumbent.
Bloom Color: Purple
Bloom Time: May , Jun , Jul , Aug , Sep
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Part Shade
Attracts: Butterflies

Fringe-leaf wild petunia’s multi-branched stem may reach a height of 2 ft. but is usually
less than a foot tall. The short internodes give the plant a compact, leafy, bushy
appearance. Its showy flowers are petunia shaped and vary in color from lavender to
purple.

Texas (cenizo)
Leucophyllum frutescens

Type: Shrub
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Evergreen
Size: 3-6 ft.
Bloom Color: White , Pink , Violet
Bloom Time: Jan , Feb , Mar , Apr , May , Jun , Jul , Aug , Sep , Oct , Nov , Dec
Bloom Notes: Several months of periodic flowering. Often flowers after a few summer
showers, which is why one of its common names is barometer bush.
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun , Part Shade
Cold Tolerant: yes
Use Wildlife: Nectar-insects, Nesting site, Cover.
Attracts: Butterflies

A gray shrub with leaves densely covered with stellate, silvery hairs and bright pink-
lavender, bilaterally symmetrical flowers borne singly in crowded leaf axils. Typically
a compact shrub, 2-5 ft. tall, Texas barometer-bush or cenizo occasionally reaches 8
ft. in height, and 4-6 ft. width. Leaves silvery gray to greenish, soft to the touch, up
to 1 1/4” long but mostly 1” or less, tapering more gradually to the base than to the
rounded tip, margins smooth. Flowers violet to purple, sometimes pink, nearly bell
shaped, and up to 1” in length and width, appearing intermittently from spring to fall.
Fruit a small capsule.

Only for use in highly intensive green roofs or can grow on ground-level gardens.
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Others

Red yuca
Hesperaloe parviflora

Type: Succulent
Duration: Perennial
Leaf Retention: Evergreen
Size: 1-3 ft.
Bloom Color: Red , Yellow
Bloom Time: Mar , Apr , May , Jun , Jul
Water Use: Low
Light Requirement: Sun
Cold Tolerant: yes
Use Wildlife: Deer browse the foliage, while the flowers attract hummingbirds. Nectar-
hummingbirds, Fruit-deer
Attracts: Hummingbirds

Not a yucca, this member of the Century-Plant family produces soft, yucca-like,
evergreen leaves, 2-3 ft. in length, crowded on the perennial’s short, woody base. The
flower stalk rises 5 ft. and bears showy, coral-colored, tubular flowers occur on arching,
wand-like, pink stems. Leaves are plum-colored in winter; blue-green other times.

Red Yucca is evergreen, drought-resistant, and adaptable to a variety of soils. Deer
browse the foliage, while the flowers attract hummingbirds.

SET UP
EXAMPLES

How these
species look

together
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Planting examples
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Planting examples
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Planting examples


